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Climate conference in Belém: agriculture is part of the solution 
The COP30 climate conference in Belém, Brazil, is focusing on the global transformation of food systems and sustainable agriculture. For the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, one thing is clear: agriculture can – and must – play a central role in the fight against the climate crisis. With organic farming methods, healthy soils and resilient systems, it can actively contribute to climate protection.
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Agroecological approaches can make a significant contribution to climate change adaptation worldwide. Covering soil with a layer of organic material like tree litter and crop residues, for example, improves water retention and suppresses weeds. (Photo: Sustain Sahel, Lilian Beck)
(Frick, 07.11.2025) Agriculture is being severely affected by climate change worldwide: longer periods of drought, extreme weather conditions and crop failures are threatening food security. At the same time, the sector is responsible for a significant proportion of global greenhouse gas emissions.
COP30 in Belém provides a much-needed platform for strengthening adaptation strategies, innovations and policy frameworks for climate-resilient agriculture. For FiBL, this means bringing research findings from Switzerland and around the world directly into the international discussion.
FiBL is part of a global network that works with farmers, scientists and politicians to develop solutions for the agriculture of tomorrow. Organic farming offers concrete levers for this:
· Humus formation strengthens soil fertility and increases carbon storage.
· Optimised fertiliser management and closed nutrient cycles reduce harmful emissions and maintain soil fertility.
· Agroforestry systems increase productivity and climate resilience.
· Herd management reduces emissions and conserves resources.
FiBL presents research at COP30 and shows the way forward
Three practical examples show how organic and agroecological approaches can contribute to climate adaptation. These will be presented at FiBL's online event on 11 November at 3 pm CET at COP30 in Belém:
· "Are we saving the world?" – Results from a Swiss carbon farming project (Markus Steffens)
· "Agroforestry in the Sahel" – Evidence from Mali and Senegal (Harun Cicek, Christian Grovermann, Assane Beye, Tesfamichael Wassen)
· "Longer service life, fewer emissions" – findings from the dairy industry in Switzerland (Catherine Pfeifer)
FiBL's extensive experience demonstrates that only when research, policy, and practice work come together can agriculture become climate-resilient, productive, and sustainable. COP30 presents an opportunity to globally anchor organic and agroecological strategies as an effective response to the climate and food crises.
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Links
fibl.org: «Bridging Science, Practice, and Policy for Climate-Resilient Agriculture»
fibl.org: SustainSahel
fibl.org: Re-Livestock
fibl.org: Soil Fertility & Climate
fibl.org: Voices on Climate
bioaktuell.ch: Practical information (in German and French only)
This press release on the internet
You can find this press release, including images, on the internet at https://www.fibl.org/en/info-centre/media
About FiBL
The Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL is the world's leading research organisation in the field of organic agriculture. For over 50 years, it has stood for the joint development of knowledge – through exchange, cooperation and joint learning between practitioners, researchers and advisors. With over 400 employees at locations in Switzerland, Germany, Austria, France and Brussels, FiBL works internationally with partners from research, consulting, agriculture and politics. www.fibl.org
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