FiBL

Media release

New Directorate of FiBL Switzerland

The Foundation Council of FiBL Switzerland has elected the new directorate:
Knut Schmidtke, Marc Schirer and Lucius Tamm will take over the management
of the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) from Urs Niggli as of |
April 2020.

(Frick, 19.12.2019) Knut Schmidtke has been Prorector for Research and Development
at the Dresden University of Applied Sciences (HTW) since 2015. He holds a doctorate
in agronomy from the University of Gottingen. After visiting professorships in Vienna
and Sapporo, Japan, he worked at HTW as a Professor of Organic Agriculture. The 57-
year-old was elected as the Director for Research, Extension and Innovation by the
FiBL Foundation Council on the recommendation of the recruiting committee in a
broad-based process.

The directorate now consists of three people: in addition to Knut Schmidtke, FiBL staff
members Marc Scharer, current Head of Administration and Finance, and Lucius
Tamm, Head of the Department of Crop Sciences and current Deputy Director, have
been appointed.

The new directorate will take over from Urs Niggli on 1 April 2020. Under his
leadership, FiBL has developed over the past thirty years into one of the world's
leading research institutions, with 280 employees in Switzerland, Germany, Austria,
France and Brussels.

Contacts

e Martin Ott, Chairman of the foundation council
Phone +41 79 910 84 25, ottgreen@gmail.com

e (laudia Friedl, Foundation Board Member
Phone +41 79 771 90 79, claudia.friedl@parl.ch

This media release online

This media release and pictures can be accessed online at www.fibl.org/en/info-

centre/media.html.
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FiBL

About FiBL

The Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL is one of the world’s leading institutes
in the field of organic agriculture. FiBL’s strengths lie in its interdisciplinary research,
innovations developed jointly with farmers and the food industry, and rapid knowledge
transfer.

e Homepage: www.fibl.org
e Video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=U84Nr||IORFc
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