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[bookmark: _GoBack]Organic market and sector development – a decade of successful cooperation between Ukraine and Switzerland
The Swiss-Ukrainian project ‘Organic Market Development in Ukraine’, funded by the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO, Switzerland) and implemented by the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL, Switzerland) aimed to foster the growth of small and medium enterprises in the Ukrainian organic food sector by developing organic and regional food supply chains. The focus was on both national and international markets and the seed of over 10 years of successful cooperation is growing, not only due to excellent soil conditions but also because of the increasing demand for high quality food products on both international and domestic markets.
(Frick and Kiev, 25.06.2018) The organic sector is developing rapidly internationally, and offers Ukraine a very interesting opportunity to generate much–needed employment and income in and for rural areas. With this vision in mind and a clear understanding of the huge potential of Ukraine’s agricultural sector, SECO started to invest in the organic sector in 2005, in cooperation with sector stakeholders in Ukraine and the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine. Barbara Jäggin, Programme Manager at SECO, describes the aims of the project at AGRO 2018, Ukrainian’s largest agribusiness trade show “SECO’s aim is to enhance the competitiveness of the organic sector and to facilitate Ukraine’s access to the international market. With this goal, we want to help build and strengthen partnerships that help improve the sustainability of the organic sector and the performance of the stakeholders”.
“Ukraine has become an integral part of the global organic market, meeting the demand of buyers from different countries worldwide”, said Olena Kovaliova, Deputy Minister at the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine. “We are very proud to see that, since 2002, the surface of certified organic land has increased by 60 %, from 240,000 to 381,000 hectares, and the number of certified farmers is four times higher now, having increased from 70 to 294”, explains Olga Trofimtseva, also Deputy Minister at the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine. “The SECO funded project has set a landmark for the agricultural sector of Ukraine, far beyond the organic sector and Ukraine’s borders.”

Organic agriculture: enhancing competitiveness and employment in rural areas
In June 2018, the Swiss-Ukrainian project will come to its successful end. During AGRO 2018, FiBL presented findings of its socio-economic study to assess the development of the Ukrainian organic sector, with emphasis on the sector’s competitiveness and job creation effects, especially in rural areas. The study was conducted between November 2017 and June 2018, and involved an online survey to capture information from 140 sector stakeholders. The study not only confirms that the sector has grown substantially in recent years but that it has played an important role in creating a meaningful number of new jobs, especially in rural areas. Thanks to new business opportunities for both the export and the domestic market, new businesses and jobs have been created in rural areas relating to production, as well as in processing, retailing, trading, input supply and service provision – all jobs that will further enhance the competitiveness of the sector in the coming years.  
SECO Contacts
Barbara Jäggin, e-mail barbara.jaeggin@seco.admin.ch
Viktor Shutkevych, e-mail viktor.shutkevych@eda.admin.ch
FiBL Contacts
Tobias Eisenring, e-mail tobias.eisenring@fibl.org
Natalie Prokopchuk, e-mail natalie.prokopchuk@fibl.org
Links
www.seco-cooperation.admin.ch/secocoop/en/home.html
www.swiss-cooperation.admin.ch/ukraine/
www.ukraine.fibl.org 
This media release online
This media release and pictures can be accessed online at www.fibl.org/en/media.html.
About Swiss Cooperation in Ukraine
In 1997 the Swiss Confederation and Ukraine signed a bilateral agreement for technical cooperation. The Swiss support to Ukraine in 2015 – 2019 focuses on Sustainable Economic Development, Sustainable Energy Management and Urban Development, Governance and Peacebuilding as well as Health. In addition, the Swiss Confederation provides humanitarian assistance to the regions and target groups affected by the conflict in the East of Ukraine. For more information please visit http://www.swiss-cooperation.admin.ch/ukraine/

About FiBL
The Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL is one of the world’s leading institutes in the field of organic agriculture. FiBL’s strengths lie in its interdisciplinary research, innovations developed jointly with farmers and the food industry, and rapid knowledge transfer. FiBL employs some 280 staff at its various locations.
Homepage: www.fibl.org
Video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=U84NrJlORFc
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