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Media release

Fraud prevention through verifying organic 

farming practices 

Transparency is crucial for the organic markets and exports from Ukraine. More 

transparency could be achieved through verifying good organic farming practices, 

shorter supply chains and traceability. This was one of the conclusions at the 

International Conference “Improving Integrity of Organic Supply Chains” in 

Odesa, Ukraine. The conference took place in the frame of the Swiss-Ukraine 

development cooperation project “Organic Market Development in Ukraine”, 

which is funded by the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO). It 

attracted 170 participants from 14 countries.  

(Frick, 6 October 2017) “Ukraine has the potential to be a main source of quality 

organic food and feed ingredients, both for its own as well as European and North-

American markets. This is demonstrated through the presence of representatives of 

the European Commission, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), the 

Ukraine Ministry of Agriculture, the Ukraine State Service on Food Safety and 

Consumer Protection as well as national and international traders and certification 

bodies”, said Beate Huber from FiBL, one of the Anti Fraud Initiative (AFI) initiators, 

at the conference in Odesa, Ukraine.  

A burden for producers: divergent guidelines 

The representatives of the European Commission, USDA and the Ukrainian 

government agreed to start communications, for example, on the registration of 

organic operators and control bodies in Ukraine. The special guidelines introduced by 

the European Commission for imports from Ukraine and Russia were an important 

topic at the conference. They have been assessed as being useful by the majority of the 

participants even though concerns were raised concerning the divergent 

implementation of the guidelines in different EU member states. Bo van Elzakker of 

Agro Eco and also one of the AFI initiators, underlined that “these additional 

guidelines, imposed on top of the general control measures, are a burden for serious 

organic producers, processors and businesses, and we wish that those supply chains 

are relieved from extra measures, once they have demonstrated consistent 

compliance.”  
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Hot topic: residue analysis 

A hot topic at the conference was sampling activities and residue analysis, which are 

causing high costs for the exporters and importers. It was concluded that it would be 

more efficient and effective if done in a risk-oriented manner, e.g., by taking samples 

during the season. “Knowing that it is possible to grow conventional products 

without residues in the final product might send a wrong signal to producers and 

exporters alike. It is better to focus on verifying good organic farming practices, 

shorter supply chains and traceability”, said Jochen Neuendorff of the certifier GfRS 

and third AFI initiator. 

The Odesa declaration adopted by the participants welcomed further AFI type 

workshops that address food and feed fraud and called on all stakeholders in the 

organic supply chains to support the effort to strengthen organic integrity. 

The conference 

The International Conference “Improving Integrity of Organic Supply Chains” held in 

Odesa, Ukraine, on 22./23.09.2017 attracted 170 participants representing the key 

stakeholders of the Ukraine organic arable crop supply chain, i.e. governments, 

competent authorities, control bodies, producers and buyers from 14 countries, 

including various EU countries, Switzerland and the US. It was organized by the Anti 

Fraud Initiative (AFI), i.e. the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Agro 

Eco and Gesellschaft für Ressourcenschutz GfRS, together with IFOAM - Organics 

International and EOCC, the platform of the European organic certifiers. The 

conference was implemented in the framework of two Swiss-Ukrainian projects: 

“Organic Market Development in Ukraine” (www.ukraine.fibl.org) and 

“Consolidation of the Local Organic Certification Bodies” funded by the Swiss 

Confederation through the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO). 

Contacts 

 Beate Huber, Head of the Department of International Cooperation, FiBL 

Switzerland 

Phone +41 62 865 04 25, e-mail beate.huber@fibl.org 

 Jochen Neuendorff, CEO Gesellschaft für Ressourcenschutz GfRS  

Phone +49 551 3707 53 47, e-mail jochen.neuendorff@gfrs.de 

 Bo van Elzakker, Agro Eco  

e-mail b.vanelzakker@agroeco.net 

Supporters 

 Swiss State Secretariat of Economic Affairs SECO 

http://www.ukraine.fibl.org/
mailto:beate.huber@fibl.org
mailto:jochen.neuendorff@gfrs.de
mailto:b.vanelzakker@agroeco.net
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Partners 

 Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL 

Ackerstrasse 113, Postfach 219  

5070 Frick, Switzerland 

Phone +41 62 865 72 72, www.fibl.org 

 Agro Eco  

Centrumlaan 2 

6869 VE Heveadorp, The Netherlands 

www.agroeco.net 

 Gesellschaft für Ressourcenschutz GfRS 

Prinzenstraße 4 

37073 Göttingen, Germany 

Phone +49 551 488 77 31, www.sicher.bio 

 IFOAM - Organics International e.V. 

Charles-de-Gaulle-Str. 5 

53113 Bonn, Germany 

Phone +49 228 926 50 10, headoffice@ifoam.bio, www.ifoam.bio 

 European Organic Certifiers Council  

Avenue de Tervuren 216 

Brussels 1150, Belgium 

https://eocc.nu 

Links 

 www.organic-integrity.org: Website of the Anti Fraud Initiative  

 www.ukraine.fibl.org: Project “Organic Market Development in Ukraine” 

This media release online 

This media release can be accessed online at www.fibl.org/en/media.html. 

About FiBL 

Since 1973, the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL has been finding intelligent 

solutions for a regenerative agriculture and sustainable nutrition. About 280 employees 

carry out research, advisory services and training at various sites to support organic 

agriculture. 

 Homepage: www.fibl.org 

 Video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=U84NrJlORFc 
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mailto:headoffice@ifoam.bio
http://www.ifoam.bio/
https://eocc.nu/
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