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FiBL Europe celebrates its opening 
Today, the leading research institute in organic agriculture, FiBL, inaugurated its new office in Brussels. It builds a bridge between FiBL’s sound scientific knowledge on organic farming and the policy-making processes taking place in Brussels.
(Brussels / Frick, 13 July 2017) FiBL Europe, the new branch of the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) provides a place for vibrant exchange between the organic farming community and the many different representatives and stakeholders present in Brussels. “Organic farming has become a real alternative for European agriculture, and we came to Brussels to provide our scientific knowledge and to support the transition towards more sustainable farming even better”, says Dóra Mészáros, co-director of FiBL Europe.
 “FiBL Europe is the portal to the scientific and technical excellence of the five national FiBL research institutes in Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Hungary and France”, says Urs Niggli, president of the new centre in Brussels. “It will offer its services to both the public and private sector.” 
With its branches, FiBL is the largest research institute dedicated to organic farming globally. Its research capacities are a key resource to solve the practical problems organic farmers are facing as well as providing basic research on sustainability aspects of agriculture.
Aims of FiBL Europe
Besides offering a comprehensive toolbox with information on organic farming knowledge in different European languages, FiBL Europe will promote sustainability assessment methodologies for agricultural businesses, companies in the food sector and for decision makers, using tools such as SMART, RISE and Life Cycle Assessment.
“Further plans are to provide more countries with regularly updated lists of organic seed and propagation material on the platform OrganicXseeds.com”, says Miguel de Porras, co-director of FiBL Europe. “Additionally, more national lists of evaluated inputs for organic agriculture are under preparation”.
New Logo for FiBL 
On the occasion of the inauguration of FiBL Europe, FiBL presents itself with a modernized corporate design including a refreshed logo.

Further information
Homepage FiBL Europe: http://www.fibl.org/de/fibl-europe
Flyer FiBL Europe: https://shop.fibl.org/chen/1012-flyer-fibl-europe.html
Interview on FiBL Europe with Dóra Mészáros, Ökologie & Landbau, 3/2017 (German): http://orgprints.org/31939/1/meszaros-2017-interview-fibleurope-OEL_3_p43.pdf
Interview on FiBL Europe with Urs Niggli, Aargauer Zeitung, October 6, 2016, (German): https://www.aargauerzeitung.ch/aargau/fricktal/warum-aargauer-bio-forscher-in-bruessel-ein-eu-buero-eroeffnen-130623812
Contact
Dóra Mészáros, Co-Director FiBL Europe
Phone +32 48 351 6931, e-mail dora.meszaros@fibl.org
Urs Niggli, President FiBL Europe, Director FiBL Switzerland
Phone +41 62 865 7270, e-mail urs.niggli@fibl.org
This media release online
[bookmark: _GoBack]This media release and pictures can be accessed online at www.fibl.org/en/media.html.
About FiBL
Since 1973, the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) has been finding intelligent solutions for a regenerative agriculture and sustainable nutrition. About 280 employees carry out research, advisory services and training at various site to support organic agriculture.
Homepage: http://ww.fibl.org
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U84NrJlORFc
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