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Background Information 
 
 
The European Commission will present its legislative proposal on the new Common Agricul-
tural Policy (CAP) post 2013 in October 2011. Subsequently hearings will take place in the 
European Parliament. The new CAP will be adopted by the European Council in the second 
half of 2012. Two important new goals of the CAP will be to assist agriculture in its effort to 
cope with climate change and to preserve biodiversity. However, contrary positions exist with 
regard to how to implement these goals. Whereas agricultural Commissioner Ciolos favours a 
“Greening” of direct payments, for instance many governments are  sceptical because of addi-
tional administration costs and bureaucracy. 
 
The topic “Agriculture and climate protection” is receiving a lot of public awareness in the 
context of reforming the CAP and suggested distribution of subsidies. The public discussion 
was also stimulated by the FAO report “Livestock’s long shadow” and Anita Idel’s publica-
tion “The cow is not a climate killer”. Nevertheless, an information deficit among political 
decision makers and journalists can be observed regarding the best agricultural and animal 
keeping practices for climate change mitigation. These practices could serve as the basis for a 
CAP that does not damage our climate.  Concerning cattle raising, one solution offered by the 
feed industry is to intensify production with increased use of feed concentrates so as to reduce 
methane per kilo of meat or litre of milk. The other opinion is to implement a more extensive 
cattle management based on feed with increased roughage, with the aim to re-integrate cattle-
raising in farm operating and regional cycles, with the result to diminish the emissions of the 
whole system. By fostering the debate on agriculture and climate protection, the event will 
raise awareness on the vast untapped potential of agriculture in relation to climate protection. 

    
 
 
     
The Aims of the Conference:  

 

●    to discuss the forms of agriculture that can efficiently and continuously contribute to 

      the reduction of CO2 emissions. 

●    to discuss how different ways of forage production, feeding and dairy husbandry 

       influence biological diversity and climate change. 

●    to elaborate policy recommendations for the new CAP concerning agriculture and 
climate protection 

 
 
Languages:  English and German 
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Programme 
 
 
8:30                            Registration 
 
9:00 Welcome and Introduction  
  

� Martin Häusling, MEP and patron of the conference 
� Demeter International (Organiser)  

                                    � Georg Häusler (DG Agriculture, Head of Cabinet) 

9:30 Panel 1: 
                                    
                                    Best Practice: Ways of Farming and Livestock that Protect 

our Climate  
 
Biological principles of cattle and climate interaction 
�Dr. Florian Leiber (the feeding of livestock, ETH Zürich)  
Advanced sustainable strategies for livestock 

                                    � Prof. Urs Niggli (FiBL)  
                                     

10:15 Panel 2: 

                                   Climate Change and the Effects of Farming: Shifting Climate 
Problems to Third Countries 
 

                                    Ruminants, animal feed  and permanent grassland – Climate 
challenges 

                                    � Tobias Reichert (Germanwatch)  
Carbon foot print of agricultural businesses                                    
�Tobias Bandel (Soil and More)  

                                   
11:15                          Visions for the new CAP post 2013 
                                   Europe needs a new protein strategy  

� Martin Häusling (MEP)  
   
                                                                        
11:30 Discussion and Summary of the Conclusions 
 
12:00                          End of Conference 
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Registration Form 

 
 

Agriculture, Livestock and Animal Feed: 
Good or bad Climate Protection? 

 
Conference 

 
Date: 18.10. 2011 from 8:30 to 12:00 a.m. 

European Parliament – Brussels 
Rue Wiertz 60, B-1047 Brussels 

PHS 3C50 
   

 
 
 
 

Name *  
 

 

Organisation  
  

 

Home Address* 
 

 

Date of Birth* 
 

 

ID Number *  
E-Mail: 
 

 

 
* Obligatory fields  - information on your home address, date of birth and passport/ID-
number are needed by parliament security to prepare your access badge 
 
 
 
Please register at the latest by 10 October 2011 
 

 

Please send a fax or e-mail to 
Fax: ++32 (0) 2 – 647 70 47 
e-mail: martin.haeusling@europarl.europa.eu 
or demeter.eu@gmail.com 

 
 


